5R8TT and 5R8XX — The Italian DxPedition Team lands in Nosy Be

This latest adventure of the Italian DxPedition Team took place on one of the most fascinating islands of
Madagascar: Nosy Be — IOTA AF057 — where we were active from October 29 to November 12, 2025 using
the callsigns 5R8TT (CW, SSB, RTTY) and 5R8XX (FT8).

The team consisted of seven operators (I2YSB Silvano, IK2ZCKR Angelo, IK2HKT Stefano, 12PJA Tony,
IV3ZXQ Maurizio, 11IFQH Franco and I11HJT Alfeo), who faced particular and demanding operating
conditions. IK2RZP Gino was also supposed to be part of the team, but had to withdraw just days before
departure due to unexpected family commitments.

We planned to have four fully interchangeable stations equipped with Elecraft K3 radios, HAL 1200
amplifiers, Dunestar filters, and MicroHam CAT interfaces. However, as often happens in true adventures,
difficulties surfaced immediately: some equipment was damaged during transport, in particular one amplifier
and one radio. Our experience made the difference: thanks to spare boards brought “just in case,” Silvano was
able to repair the Elecraft K3, but there was nothing to do for the amplifier—two boards controlling the fans
and power supply broke beyond repair. So, we operated with three complete stations plus one with reduced
power, limited to just 100W from the K3.

Antenna installation soon proved to be another critical point. We had been told it wouldn’t be possible to set
up antennas on the beach, though based on Google Earth surveys, we thought we could manage. Things would
have worked out, if we hadn’t underestimated the number of tourists (even in the “low season”), and for safety
reasons, we had to set up antennas about 100 meters from the shoreline and at a lower height due to the lush
vegetation of the Malagasy coast. Installing the antennas among the trees, at just 5 of the planned 8 meters in
height, certainly reduced their efficiency, albeit marginally. We had at our disposal 4 Hexbeams, 1 loop for
30m, 2 verticals for 40/80m, 1 vertical for 160m, 1 yagi (5 elements) for 6m, and one DHDL mainly used for
low-band reception.

Technically, another challenge was the resort’s electrical system, which was being renovated and undersized—
leading to voltages oscillating between 150 and 210V, depending on the overall consumption of the resort. We
bought (at a high price!) two custom cables running directly from the meter to the radio room. With two
balanced phases, each supplying two stations, we managed to stabilize the voltage a bit, although the
amplifiers never delivered more than 700W on CW/SSB and about 500W on FT8.

We had already been to that area of Africa—specifically Zanzibar in 2020 and Mayotte in 2013—and knew we
wouldn’t receive strong signals from Europe, the USA, or Japan. The geographic position (15° south of the
Equator) negatively affects HF propagation. The real daily problem, however, was experiencing very strong
solar emissions. As many know (and ironically), during our stay in Nosy Be, numerous solar flares occurred,
which blanked out the entire HF spectrum for hours: we vividly remember watching the FT8 waterfall
glowing... with nothing! It was frustrating, but it’s part of the radio challenge. As if that wasn’t enough, in the
evenings, thousands of LEDs from nearby resorts pushed the noise level (often well above S9+10!) making
low bands and partially high ones unusable. We made acrobatic efforts to place our DHDL receiving antenna
as far away as possible from noise sources, allowing us to make some CW contacts on the low bands—SSB
was practically impossible, with only about fifty hard-earned QSQOs in 40 meters and only with well-equipped
stations (perhaps our lowest record in 20 years of operation!). Fortunately, FT8 is less impacted by noise,
making it inevitable to concentrate activity in this mode during nighttime hours. We also monitored 160
meters, but the situation there was tragic (with the DHDL, we couldn’t get below S9+20 noise): so, we decided
not to install the top band antenna, as it would have been pointless.

Back to our operations—as mentioned above—Iocal noise was very high at night, especially on the low bands.
However, the best propagation conditions were registered between 15 and 19 UTC on the high bands...



Looking at the daily graphs, all the real pileups happened in this time window. We maximized SSB and CW
use during these brief openings to make as many QSOs as possible.

The Italian DxPedition Team has never focused on sheer QSO quantity, but rather on unique QSOs: giving as
many hams as possible the chance to contact us at least once, regardless of band and mode—numbers are not
the end goal. On this expedition, this approach was even more pronounced due to the challenges described
above. FT8 proved strategic, becoming the standard for digital modes; we reserved RTTY for the last evening,
only on 20 meters, for those still preferring that mode. For those unaware, a QSO in RTTY counts as much as
one in FT8 for DXCC purposes! ... Only 3% of those who contacted us in RTTY didn’t have a QSO in FT8,
which says much about the fate of RTTY on DXpeditions. Nevertheless, as mentioned, our approach is quality
over quantity, and we will carry on in this direction! Log management is fully transparent, with systematic
removal of duplicate QSOs generated by digital software, so the published numbers are always real.

(A dedicated program removes all duplicate QSOs before uploading logs to our site, and as you can see
from the photo, well over 10,000 QSOs have been eliminated from the total count!).

= Test di rete

Tra 22 secondi parte nuovo ciclo

FT8 QSO letti: 46592
FT8 QSO validi:36535
FT8 QSO doppi: 10057

A few notes on the 6-meter band: Throughout our stay, we constantly monitored 50313 kHz (FT8 mode) with
an alarm software that alerted operators in case of openings. Except for five times with European hams (in
very specific sectors), some hams from the east coast of the USA, and a few Asians (including JA), there was
disappointment. We saw countless spots from other African countries making it to Europe and beyond, but
here there was absolute silence. In the end, only 158 QSOs were logged—a real letdown. We know the "magic
band" is like that, but accepting it can be hard sometimes!

But our DXpedition wasn’t only about radio: we found time to enjoy the island’s magic—Wwith excursions at
sea with giant turtles, postcard sunsets, visits to Malagasy villages, and the extraordinary hospitality of Cesare
and Elisa, managers of Andilana Lodge, a truly “ham friendly” place we can really recommend (everyone
enjoyed the delicious fish dishes, and for IK2HKT, who doesn’t eat fish, there was always schnitzel and
tomato pasta!).

Here are some numbers:



S5R8TT

MADAGASCAR AFO057

5R8TT Madagascar AF057 DXpedition - Date of the last QS0 imported is November 11, 2025 19:36:07 UTC
ALL 55B CW RITY FT8 FT4 CALL 160m 80m 60m 40m 30m 20m 1Ym 15m 12m 10m 6m Sat

20255 7814 12392 49 0 0 8574 0 58 0 770 1230 2851 2457 4331 3685 4873 0 0

5R8XX

MADAGASCAR AFO057

5R8XX Madagascar AF057 DXpedition - Date of the last QS0 imported is November 12, 2025 01:34:00 UTC
ALL 5SB CwW RITY Fr8 FT4 CALL 160m 80m 60m 40m 30m 20m 17m 15m 12m 10m &m Sat

36507 0 0 0 36507 0 15430 0 991 0 2109 4348 5278 5509 6166 6380 5568 158 O

Total actual QSOs: 56,762 Total duplicate QSOs: 10,057 Gross QSOs: 66,819

In the end, even if we didn’t reach record-breaking numbers, what remains is team spirit, fun, and the
satisfaction of having accomplished something together, overcoming problems with creativity and
determination. A special thanks to our sponsors (companies, ARI sections, clubs, and individual hams) who
have always supported us in covering the many expenses each expedition entails... Thank you so much!
Finally, a colourful side note: at the airport - before departure - we met the Mediterraneo Dx Club team
heading to Sierra Leone—with whose members we shared information and anecdotes about our past
DXpeditions in a convivial atmosphere.

...And maybe next time, we will switch continents?
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Info on QSL and online logs: https://www.i2ysb.com
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